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The Great  
Fire of 

London
By Victor ia Woolmer

Between the 2nd and 5th 
September  1666, the Great Fir e of 
London graced the str eets. Dur ing 
these four  days, i t managed to 
destroy 13,000 homes and,to this 
day, i t?s sti l l  the largest f i r e to ever  
str ike the capital, hence the name 
?The Great Fir e of London?. 

The f i r e is bel ieved to have 
begun in a baker y in Pudding 
Lane, a l i ttle after  midnight, 
and fueled by the ten months 
of drought that left the land 
par ticular ly dr y, i t caused the 
f i r e to spread faster  and more 
vigorously than i f  this had not 
occur red. Moreover , the 
wooden houses that were 
crammed together  al lowed 
the destr uction to be of a 
greater  level. So much so that 
people whose houses were 
destroyed in the f i r e turned to 
sleeping in tents in f ields 
whi lst their  homes were 
r ebui l t. The only defence that 
people had to f ight the f i r e 
was leather  buckets, water  
pumps and metal hooks. 



Now  you may be wonder ing 
exactly how  we know  al l  of 
this: we have the know ledge 
from Samuel Pepys diar y, 
alongside letter s and 
newspaper  ar ticles. 
Simi lar ly, many 1666 ar tists 
painted pictures of the 
i l luminated skies and 
burning embers that danced 
through the str eets, al low ing 
a mental image of the f i r e to 
be incorporated into the 
minds of those who w ish to 
study the per iod. 

But the r eal question is what did we learnt from 
the f i r e? Yes, the f i r e was hor r i f ic, w i th mi l l ions of 
l ives lost and homes burned to the ground but 
that may have been one of the best learning 
cur ves that we have ever  exper ienced. Since the 
f i r e, we now  have houses made of br icks and 
stones to help prevent f i r e spreading so quickly. 
Therefore, the br ick houses that we al l  see on 
such a r egular  basis are l ike mi l l ions of 
monuments and reminders of how  this f i r e has 
shaped the look of the ci ty for  the r est of time. 
Alongside this, we have an off icial monument, 
designed by Chr istopher  Wren that marks the 
four  days that the f i r e attacked the London and 
led to a tr ansformation into the ci ty that we know  
today.
 



Six Facts 
About  the 
Georgians

By Zara 
Naghibi

1) The Georgians had some of the 
f i r st indoor  toi lets, although they 
were r eal ly more l ike potties that 
were hidden in cupboards or  
even chair s and amazingly they 
thought a good place for  them 
was in the dining room! 

2) Georgian houses 
were usually bui l t 
w i th ei ther  br ick or  
stone.  The tr end was 
for  a lot of r eddish 
br ick walls

3) Queen Anne (George 1 w ife) 
had seventeen chi ldren, but none 
sur vived her. She was a Protestant 
and head of the Anglican Church

4) At f i r st George I 
spoke ver y l i ttle 
English and 
sometimes 
conversed w ith his 
minister s in 
German or  French.

5) George II I  used to wake up at 5am ever y day!

6) George II I  told his 
ser vants they 
weren?t al lowed to 
cough or  sneeze! 



Puzzle Page
By Deepa Patel





By Deepa Patel



This Day in 
HistoryBy Ellis Brown

4th October
On this day in histor y a lot 

happened that you w i l l  al l  be 
interested in r eading about .

 

1880: The f i r st 
bal l-point pen is 
patented by 
Alonzo Cross.
 

1938: Germans 
invalidate Jew ish 
passpor ts 

1969: Monty 
Python's Flying 
Cir cus debuts 
on BBC One
 



W hat  if...?
By Victor ia Woolmer

W hat  if the Greeks had never come 
up with the idea that  medicine has 
natural causes?
 I t?s l ikely that i f  the Greeks had not discovered that 
medicine was not caused by supernatural beings, no 
one else would. This is due to the fact that those who 
came after  them weren?t as interested in creating 
new  theor ies and were more practical at putting 
these ideas in place. Therefore, had the Greeks never  
come up w ith these ideas, there is chance that we 
would sti l l  be worshiping the gods as a way of 
tr eating i l lness. This may not have only affected 
medicine but also the way that people viewed 
rel igion. The possibi l i ty of natural diseases al lowed 
other  r el igions to be more dominant, such as 
Chr istiani ty and Islam, r ather  than the ideas of 
Ancient Greek and Egyptian gods. Maybe, w ithout 
this idea, our  l ives would be ver y di f ferent, both in 
and out of the doctor s surger y. Who knows, maybe 
the doctor  might have prescr ibed you a tr ip to an 
Asclepion and a wave of a frog?s leg... 

W hat  if the Great  Fire of London 
had never occurred?
 Well, one thing that is cer tain is that London, i tself  
would look r ather  di f ferent. I  mean, what?s to say 
that there wouldn?t have been another , ver y simi lar  
f i r e? Having said that, we could have been lucky 
and the wooden houses that l ined the str eets may 
have remained a feature of the str eets. Having said 
that, we wouldn?t have learnt anywhere near  as 
much as we did. In fact, w i thout i t i t?s highly l ikely 
that a f i r e that fol lowed would be far  more f ier ce, 
dangerous and l i fe threatening than the one that 
occur red. Just imagine i f  they?d kept bui lding on the 
landscape that was alr eady there there would have 
been more to burn. Seeing as London was the major  
ci ty, as they star ted to develop newer  ci ties, they 
would have made the same mistake and, 
consequently, there?s a higher  chance that we would 
have seen a worse catastrophe. Perhaps, the Great 
Fir e of Br i tain...
 



Great  Plague
By Riya Patel

In 1665-1666 the Great Plague hi t London, scar ing many 
people because the Black Death in 1346-1353 was simi lar  
but there was no know n cure. The disease star ted around 
spr ing but got worse as the hot summer  approached. 

The plague was a hor r ible disease 
as many of the common symptoms 
were unpleasant for  example: 
headaches, fevers, vomiting, 
swell ing, buboes, bl ister s, bruises 
and even coughing up blood. Even 
though the Great Plague was 
simi lar  to the Black Death, there 
was sti l l  no cure so people just had 
to stop i t spreading r ather  than 
tr ying to cure the i l l . Those 
affected by any of the symptoms 
were made to stay in their  homes 
and away from other  people as the 
disease was contagious. As a way 
of warning others, the front door  
of an i l l  per son would have a large 
r ed cross nai led to i t.
 Even though there was no real cure, 

people sti l l  tr ied to make themselves 
better  by creating their  ow n cures. For  
example, they encouraged disinfecting 
houses to keep pests away and keeping 
w indows closed to avoid the disease 
spreading. Instead of handing money 
to each other , money was dropped in 
vinegar  jar s because people r efused to 
touch one another. Some people 
car r ied bottles of per fume and wore 
lucky charms to prevent the plague. 
Other  cures included using leeches, 
car r ying a hare?s foot (which was 
considered to be lucky), a tr iangle w ith 
?abracadabra? w r i tten in i t and 
pressing a plucked chicken against 
sores from the plague unti l  the chicken 
died. 



But where did the disease come from? Some doctor s believed the plague came from the 
bad poisonous air  being breathed in whereas others blamed the plague on infected 
l ivestock. In fact, some even believed God to be the cause of the Great Plague. The plague 
had two str ains: the bubonic plague and the pneumonic plague. The bubonic plague 
actually came from black r ats that car r ied the disease. At the time, people did not know  
that the disease spread because the f leas would bi te the r ats, become infected and then 
spread i t to humans. Within a few  years, the population of black r ats increased and as a 
r esult, the number  of people affected by the Great Plague rose.  The pneumonic plague 
spread through the air  for  example, the disease spread through sneezing. Victims of the 
pneumonic plague usually died w ithin a day because the disease was extr emely severe 
and painful.
 
The worst affected ci ty was 
London, where the plague 
al legedly star ted, w ith 68,596 
deaths r ecorded. The total 
number  of deaths in the whole of 
the UK was approximately 100,000 
by the end of the epidemic. 
Throughout July, the number  of 
people affected increased 
immensely and eventually 
r eached a peak in August where 
roughly 7,000 people were dying 
per  week. However  this total 
began to decrease as the cold 
w inter  months neared. In 1666, 
the Great Fir e of London 
destroyed many of the black r ats 
and f leas which helped to end the 
unpleasant epidemic that was the 
Great Plague.
 



Gunpowder Plot
By Claudia Baldry

Rem em ber , r em em ber , the 5th of  Novem ber ,

The Gunpowder  Tr eason and plot ;

I  see of  no r eason why Gunpowder  Tr eason,Should ever  be for got . 

I?m sure that we have al l  heard of the famous 
rhyme above... or  at least the f i r st l ine. But? . 
Do you remember  why you must r emember?
 Guy Fawkes, a man born in York in 1570, is 
famous for  attempting to commit tr eason and 
blow  up the King of England, James I. 
Boom!!!....but? ...he fai led. He was a Catholic, 
and him and his group of people aimed to 
send a message to the Catholics to show  them 
that God had chosen them and was on their  
side and not the Protestants. Many people 
only r emember  Guy as the sole perpetrator  
but he was in fact par t of a group of 13. 

King James hated Catholics much l ike the royal 
fami ly before him. John Wr ight is said to have come 
up w ith the ini tial idea, Rober t Catesby was the 
Brains of the plot and came up w ith an ?AMAZING? 
plan.  They were going to smuggle 36 bar rels of 
gunpowder   into a cel lar. Guy who was in charge of 
the car r ying out of the plan, would then wait for  
par l iament to star t, l ight the fuse and run far  away 
whi lst the King and ever yone in par l iament was 
blow n up! I t was al l  set and ready to happen on the 
5th of November...I f  i t wasn?t for  Francis Tresham. 



Gunpowder Plot

I?m sure that we have al l  heard of the famous 
rhyme above... or  at least the f i r st l ine. But? . 
Do you remember  why you must r emember?
 

Francis was the r eason why the 
plot was not successful. He 
decided to send a letter  to his 
brother -in-law  who was attending 
par l iament on November  the 5th 
warning him to stay clear  of the 
House of Par l iament. As Guy 
Fawkes waited patiently to begin 
his deadly act, guards were 
informed and rushed to capture 
him before he could do any harm.
 

He was captured and 
tor tured for  the names of 
his clan. Then he lay 
waiting to be hung, draw n 
and quar tered. For  those 
who don?t know , this 
involved being hanged 
from the gallows whi lst 
having your  stomach cut 
open and then cut into 
quar ter s.  To avoid this 
gruesome, painful 
punishment, Guy jumped 
from the gallows and broke 
his neck to avoid the pain 
of being muti lated.
 

Remember , Remember  the 5th of November  when you 
are celebrating Bonfi r e Night w ith f i r ework displays and 
bonfi r es and perhaps you can even make a guy to burn 
on your  bonfi r e.
 



Gruesome Facts
By Daisy OlyettPoor Guy!

Whilst being subject to tor ture in the Tower  of 
London i t is r umoured that Guy Fawkes became 
another  victim of the brutal, excrutiatingly painful, 
unbearable tor ture device know n as the r ack. The 
rack looked almost l ike a table spl i t into thir ds, 
which the cr iminal would be for ced to l ie dow n upon 
and the tor turer s would pull  sets of rope on each end 
of the table causing the manicles on the cr iminals 
w r ists and ankles to be pulled in opposi te dir ections 
str etching the convict ti l l  they give up the much 
desir ed secrets they keep. Besides from the sounds of 
cracking bones, tear ing tissue, screams and the 
pleads for  mercy, the r ack was a great exper ience. 
 



By Daisy Olyett

Great  or  Gorey?
As we are now  aware, the Great Plague 
was spread by infected ticks being 
car r ied by rodents and even though we 
know  that the Medieval people fai led to 
f ind an effective cure for  the Great 
Plague they were surpr isingly close. Al l  
around the UK people star ted the 
believe that the plague was spread by 
domestic animals, i t almost seems 
logical as these animals were in 
people's? houses constantly and in 
contact w ith their  ow ners but this was 
not the answer  unfor tunately. In an 
attempt to r id the countr y of the Black 
Death their  solution was to burn al l  
domestic cats and dogs, not only did 
many more people lose their  l ives but 
their  beloved pets? l ives died for  no 
r eason.

However , the most heroic and 
unfor tunate plague stor y took place in 
the small vi l lage of Eyam in Derbyshir e 
other w ise know n as the ?Plague 
Vi l lage?. This small par t of heaven was 
one of the f i r st places in their  distr ict to 
contract the Great Plague and instead of 
tr avell ing from vi l lage to vi l lage 
escaping the sick and unknow ingly 
spreading the disease the tow ns? people 
chose to seal themselves up from the 
r est of derbyshir e r efusing medical aid 
and any human contact from other  
tow ns people. As a memor ial in front of 
each cottage and house bui l t at the time 
of the Great Plague has a plaque in front 
of i t naming al l  the people in each 
house who died of the Black Death. 
Regardless of their  r efusal of aid the 
sur rounding vi l lagers would leave food 
on the hi l ls sur rounding Eyam as well  
as money bathed in vinegar  to prevent 
the spread of disease. 

 



George V
By Joel Smith

W ho was King 
George V?
King George V ruled Great 
Br i tain and the 
Commonwealth on May 6th, 
1910, after  his father  died. The 
King was the f i r st monarch of 
the Windsor  fami ly after  
changing his Germanic name 
to Saxe-Coburg-Gotha due to 
r ising anti -German tensions 
dur ing the Fir st Wor ld War. 
He gained plenty of r espect 
among Lords and commoners 
al ike after  being the f i r st 
monarch to visi t India in 1911 
and around the later  stages of 
the war , 1917, he visi ted the 
front l ines, hospitals and 
factor ies around areas of 
confl ict to boost morale and 
public opinion. 

However , King George also 
had several controversies 
dur ing his r eign. For  
example, Suffr agette Emily 
Wilding Davison throws 
herself  under  the King's 
hor se at the Epsom Derby in 
the name of equal votes for  
women; some of the king's 
most di f f icult times were 
w ith his fami ly in Europe, he 
was Kaiser  Wilhelm II?s 
cousin and Tsar  Nicholas of 
Russia?s cousin also, which 
made both of their  demises 
al l  the more tr agic for  the 
king.



T hank you to 
everyone who 

contr ibuted to this 
issue of "So Last 

Era"

We hope that you 
have enjoyed 

reading about the 
Gs in History and 

will join us again in 
few weeks t ime for 

the Hs! 

All informat ion is to the best of our knowledge

Edit ing and layout by Victor ia Woolmer


