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Anne Frank
by Victor ia Woolmer

 I?m  not going to spend this art icle repeat ing everything that 
you?ve already heard millions of t imes about Anne Frank. Yes, 
she was a child who went into hiding. Yes, she was  a Jew and, 
yes, she did die of T yphus in Bergen Belsen. However, there is 
more to the gir l than that. T here has to be more than that to 
her, otherwise we wouldn?t remember her any more than the 
other 1.5 million children who died the same unt imely way. 
 Furthermore, I  suppose that the reason she is so undoubtedly 
famous is that she provides people with hope and, stealing a 
quote off of Suzanne Collins ?Hope is the only thing stronger 
than fear?. I  grant you that the people who read her diary 
probably don?t have the same problems that she faced but at  
least it  is relatable. For me, it  is her naive mind, so similar to 
mine, that makes her stand out from the crowd. T he way the 
diary is wr it ten in such a way that makes you instant ly form a 
bond with the mind of the author, as if you are on the same 
telepathic wave. I  feel this is a point  that needs to be stressed 
about her because, personally I  feel she is inspirat ional, not 
only because of what she went through but because of her 
passion for words. She understood the power and that is a 
talent in itself. People should focus on this more because her 
inspirat ion shouldn?t be bound by the fate she was cursed 
with, it  should be bound by what she wanted to produce and 
the imaginat ion of her readers.  



Anne Frank Book Review
by Zara  NaghibiPlot:

 Living in the Nazi-occupied Holland, young gir l Anne Frank 
goes into hiding from Adolf Hit ler. Her and her family and the 
Van Daans take refuge in a secret Annex in their  house. Days 
and Months pass by and they survive but live in horror and 
terror of the Nazis finding them. and one day they do. Anne, 
Margot (her sister) and Edith (their  mother) were split  from 
their  father and husband Otto Frank. T hey were spared of an 
immediate death at  Auschwitz gas chambers and instead are 
sent to Bergen-Belsen camp. T hey sadly later died of T yphus.

 Characters:

Anne Frank, Margot Frank, Edith Frank, Otto Frank, Peter 
Van Daan, Mrs Van Daan, Mr Hans Van Daan, Mr Kraler, 
Miep Gies 

Did you enjoy the book?
I  thoroughly enjoyed the book from start  finish. I t  was really 
gr ipping and upsett ing at  the same t ime because it  was sad to hear 
the terrors her and and her family were living in. 

Would you recommend the book?
I  would recommend the book a lot . But because there are some quite 
upsett ing scenes probably to people aged 11-15 

Rating:



Lieutenant  Thomas Char les 
Richard Bromham  

by Ellis Brown

I 'm Ellis Brown. I  have recent ly found out that 
my Great Grandad fought in the Great War 
(WW1), he was serving in France as a 
lieutenant for the Br it ish Army. A few months 
ago I  was lucky enough to be given his victory 
medal which he received at the end of World 
War One.  His name was T homas Charles 
Richard Bromham. I  wish I  had been able to 
meet him and ask him about his exper iences in 
World War One,  he probably had so many 
stor ies. One story I  know is when he was sent 
on a charge to fight the Germans one day he 
killed a soldier and he took the bayonet that the 
man he killed had. T his is stored in the at t ic of 
my Gran and Grandad's house for safe keeping. 
One day when I 'm older I  will be able to see it . I  
feel honored to have had one of my family 
members fight in World War One and survive 
and live to grand old age to tell the rest of my 
family about the experiences he had in the 
trenches sadly he died in 1974 so I  was not 
lucky enough to hear any stor ies but I  am st ill 
proud to say my Great Grandad fought in 
World War One.



This Day 
in History

By Zara Naghibi

7th December 2015

Pearl Harbour Attack:
T he imperial Japanese navy bombed 
Pearl Harbour, Hawaii, in hope to keep 
the USA away from the Japanese to 
bomb the United K ingdom.

Famous Royal Opera House 
Opens:
T he Royal Opera House opens in Covent 
Garden, London.

Anne Fine is Born:
She is famous for several books, such as 
Madame Doubtfire, T he Diary of a K iller  
Cat and several others.



Puzzle Pages
by Kat ie Sharp and Rebecca Ward



Aztec Wordsearch

Fun Fact:

T he law required 
all Aztec Children 
to at tend school-  

even slaves.

Fun Fact:

World War One 
soldiers br ightened 
the trenches with 

glowworms.



W hat  if?...
by Victor ia Woolmer

What if the Spanish Didn't  Invade the Aztecs?
Well, naturally the Aztecs would have been around for 
longer and had a bigger influence on people. Perhaps their  
culture of sacr ifice would have spread around the more 
developed United States. I  suppose that they may have 
become like the Chinese, assuming that they hadn?t been 
invaded or destroyed. However, the truth is they probably 
would have just  been invaded by another European 
country, maybe even Br itain... 
 
What if Anne Frank Hadn't  Died?
I  suppose that if she hadn?t of died she would have been 
able to t ravel the world, as she had wished, been a rather 
successful wr iter and gotten the life she was ent it led to. 
However, if you look at  the long term effect she wouldn?t 
have been as famous; her father wouldn?t have set up the 
Anne Frank T rust and her diary more than likely 
wouldn?t be the second best selling nonfict ion book, after 
the Bible. Having said that, it  may have done, the 
possibility is st ill there, but there is, of course, also the 
possibility that she wouldn?t have published it  at  all...  

What if  Animals Weren't  Used in War?
T hings would be very different. Just take WW1 as an 
example, Br itain used horses to get around all the t ime. 
We depended on them. Let 's say that we didn?t win WW1 
because we had no animals. T he T reaty of Versailles 
wouldn?t have happened and that would mean that 
Germany wouldn?t have been in an economic depression, 
leading to them vot ing for Hit ler  and the Nazis in 1933. 
Hit ler  probably wouldn?t have come into power, meaning 
that WW2 may not have happened. T his could easily link 
back into Anne Frank, just  think if animals weren?t used 
in war she might not have died...  
 

Animals in 
War



Animals in 
War by Claudia Baldry

T hroughout history, animals were just  as important in batt le 
as humans yet we only hear of the bravery of humans. Many 
different animals were used in war however today this st ill 
cont inues. T he use of horses in warfare dates 

back 5000 years ago when conflicts 
occurred in Eurasia (Europe and Asia 

before the cont inental dr ift ) from 
between 4000 BC and 3000 BC.  

Horses are said to be the most used 
animal in warfare which is probably 

due to their  many uses. Because of 
their  strength, horses were used to 

pull heavy art illery in addit ion to carts 
and char iots. T hey also allowed the 

r ider to be swift  when either charging, 
retreat ing from their  enemy or 

general t ransportat ion.

Homing pigeons were used in abundance in both the First  
World War and World War T wo with the totals for both wars 
est imated at 300,000!!! When communicat ions had failed, 
pigeons heroically ventured to the front line where they would 
carry messages from commanders. T hey flew at a staggering 
60 MPH whilst  often injured, exhausted in order to reach the 
message's? dest inat ion.
  
  As for more recent t imes, animals such as rats are increasing in 

use. When they are a lit t le more than 4 weeks old they begin 
training to detect scents of explosives. Once they have 
undergone their  t raining process, they are then let  out into 
areas such as Cambodia where ,at  this moment in t ime, 
landmines are often found. Rats are very small and have a light 
foot when scurrying about therefore they do not set off the 
mines however can detect where they are. By not ifying humans 

In 2004 a war memorial site was set up to pay homage to the 
animals that bravely served, suffered and/or died for our 
country. In May 2013 this t r ibute was vandalized however was 
reopened short ly. I f you would like to visit  this site yourself, it  
is at  Brook Gate on Park Lane, on the edge of Hyde Park.



Aztecs
by Riya and Deepa Patel

Clothing:
The common people and slaves wore very 
simple clothes which didn?t  cover much of 
their  body, such as loincloths. These were long 
st r ips of cloth t ied around a man?s waist  with 
a knot  t ied in front . They also wore a t i lma 
which was a cloak. Women wore skir ts with 
short  sleeved shir ts or sleeveless blouses. The 
upper class wore the same however, they had 
improved clothing with symbols on br ight  
coloured clothes with decorat ions such as: 
gold, pendants, fur, feathers. They also wore 
jewellery for  example, necklaces, earr ings and 
bracelets and some even wore ear spools. In 
religious r ituals, they wore Aztec masks to 
represent  the different  Gods. Merchants had 
their  own class and were allowed to wear more 
luxur ious clothes. I f someone had a higher 
ranking in the military or were considered a 
war hero, their  clothing would be more 
at t ract ive and have more jewels. They had 
headdresses as helmets, layers of gold for 
protect ion and simple shields. They used 
weapons such as spears, bows and maquahuit l 
(a sword and club).
 
 

Slavery:
Aztecs were very spir itual people 
therefore a sacr ifice was to be made. 
Some est imates suggest as many as 
84,000 were once killed dur ing a four day 
per iod. Slavery in Aztec society was in 
some ways more humane than in Western 
cultures. While some slaves were 
punished cr iminals or pr isoners of war, 
others sold themselves or their  children 
into slavery due to economic hardship. 
Slaves could free themselves by repaying 
their  purchase pr ice. T hey could marry 
and own property, and their  children 
were born free. T hey had Aztec slave 
markets where people could buy and sell 
slaves.



Daily Aztec L ife:
T he Aztec daily life was quite simple. In fact , Aztec family life was 
very similar to many modern day cultures. For example, the husband 
was responsible for support ing the family and the wife?s role was to 
provide the family with clothing and food. As such, the Aztec daily life 
for many of the men was to farm or engage in craftwork. T he female 
Aztec life, on the other hand, mainly consisted of weaving and 
cooking. As educat ion was important to the Aztecs, fathers were 
responsible for educat ing the boys in the family unt il they reached the 
age of 10. After this age, the boys were educated in a school 
connected with a temple. T hese schools taught religion and provided 
military t raining. Gir ls sometimes attended these schools, as well. 
Otherwise, they stayed at home and learned household skills 
important to daily life from their  mothers. 

Religion:
In the Aztec life, religion was one of many important things. 
T hey worshipped many different gods and goddesses, all of 
which ruled one specific aspect of nature for example: 
Huitzilopocht li was the God of war and r ising sun, 
Quetzalcoat l was the God of wind and knowledge and T laloc 
was the God of rain.

Did you know?
Chocolate was first  discovered by the Aztecs, Mayans and Incas. T he first  thing they made 
was a frothy dr ink called chocolat l. I t  had a very bit ter  taste which didn?t appeal to many 
people therefore the Spanish mixed sugar canes with the cocoa to give it  a better taste.  
 

http://www.aztec-indians.com/aztec-temples.html
http://www.aztec-indians.com/aztec-religion.html
http://www.aztec-indians.com/aztec-warriors.html
http://www.aztec-indians.com/aztec-warriors.html
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T hanks to everyone who 
contr ibuted to the first  issue of 

"So Last Era"!

T he next issue will be out in a 
fortnight so ensure that you read 
that and we hope you've enjoyed 

reading all of the art icles!

Merry Christmas!
 


